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West Linton Community Council

Chairman’s Report 2008
We are nearing the close of another year, one which as usual has kept us busy.  In the main the work has been on the Planning and environmental side of things.  We have commented on 68 applications in the past year in comparison to 37 last year.  Some of these 68 were householder applications but the majority were for new build and house modifications within the Conservation Area.  These figures point to the fact that pressure on West Linton continues.  There are a number of application still to be decided on by SBC but of the applications decided upon to date, the Community Council and SBC have agreed 78% of the time, down from 85% last year and is the second lowest percentage in 8 years.
The remaining development on the allocated land of Robinsland will be the next large new build to be constructed.  The Community Council and residents were much relieved when SBC stated they are prepared to look at alternative access to this development and not as initially suggested to take it through Broomlee Crescent.  This was achieved by a combined effort by the Community Council and the residents who put a strong case forward.  There will no doubt be more work to be done before the road layout is finalised.

Another positive outcome on the planning front relates to the zoning of the industrial land at Robinsland.  In the Local Plan modifications, the Reporter had recommended it be de-allocated and zoned for housing. Thanks to the Community Council, local businesses and Councillors the industrial zoning has stayed.  There is an undisputed demand for industrial units; every effort must be made to secure it for local business use.  The zoning policy has no teeth as it presently stands.
The Community Council for the most part conducts its business without significant attendance from the community at large.  However, when contentious planning applications and issues come before us the community do attend our meetings to express their concerns or to ask advice.  It is satisfying to the Community Council that they do; we appreciate their input and useful information which may have escaped our attention.

We look forward to the new school plans coming to the table before too long and reverently hope the present credit crisis does not postpone or even cancel, in the short-term, the commencement of construction.

The Community Council has begun the village appraisal with a view to assessing the village needs in relation to a new facility.  Organisations and all residents will be consulted by way of a questionnaire.  The findings will be analysed with the help of professionals.  The results will be forwarded to SBC on the basis that is will provide valuable information on the size of facility required with the possibility of it being provided within the school or on the school site.

The double yellow lines have been placed on Main Street where the road is at its narrowest.  Together with the “Loading Only” outside the Co-op from7am-10am these measures have helped to ease the grid-lock in this area.  That said there is still too much inconsiderate parking around the village which at times makes passage through the village hazardous.  It has been suggested that more yellow lining is the only answer, but alternative parking off Main Street is extremely limited.  With the additional housing planned for Robinsland the situation can only get worse, making it very difficult for everyone.  A village by-pass must be considered as a matter of urgency.  No further housing developments must be approved until such a by-pass is a reality.  It cannot be good planning which results in a grid-locked village.
The private village nursery will cease operation in October 2009.  It provides extended daily cover to

many working parents and its closure has prompted great concern.  A group of parents have been successful in securing a lease on a site at the edge of the playing fields adjacent to the Medical Centre.  The group approached the Community Council to support the leasing bid which it did and will be pleased to offer them support if needed.  We wish them well in their endeavours.

The completion of the new footpath, essential drainage work and the widening & gravelling of the Minister’s Pool path is a great amenity improvement for the Lower Green.  The lower greens can now be accessed by pedestrians, wheelchair users and prams all the year round even in inclement weather, without the need for wellingtons!  It is aimed to enhance further the area with shrubs and seating.  We are grateful to Waste Recycling Environmental, Awards for All, The Alice Hamilton Trust, Scottish Borders Landfill Communities Fund and SBC Communities Support Fund for their generous contributions.
The Christmas new lights were a great success and will be added to this year by two new displays.  The permanent wall boxes are excellent as are the wall brackets, which allow much quicker erection of the displays.  The switch -on and shopping evening went very well thanks go to the retailers for extending their opening hours, the stall holders and the residents for their support.  Last but by no means least, thank you to the stalwarts who erected the displays.  The lights were funded by the Alice Hamilton Trust.

The village sadly slipped down to 3rd in the gateway Competition.  It is difficult to improve year-on-year but we must try.  The village did look very attractive, the flower displays looked very good in spite of the poor weather but the competition is very hot and the village did well.

I would like to thank the Lothians and Borders Police for their attendance at our meetings.  It gives the Community Council and the community the opportunity to hear first-hand of any local crime and also presents the chance to discuss any problems that have arisen: All-in-all a very worthwhile exercise.
Anita Thomas was welcomed onto the Community Council as a co-opted member in May.  She filled the vacancy which arose due to the resignation of Mr Robert Bond.
I’d like to thank all Community Council members for their excellent attendance at our meetings, their diligence, support and willingness to help in all aspects of Community Council work.

Thank you to Vice-Chairman Eric Small for his reliability and support.
Many thanks to our Treasurer, Derek Lawson, who attends to all things financial which we present to him – he works quietly in the background keeping us on the right path.

A great volume of work falls on to the shoulders of our Secretary who handles it admirably. Graham’s attention to detail and the securing of all information possible one very matter is enviable.  He is a great asset to this Community Council and is much appreciated.
Thanks go to our three local Councillors whose presence at our meetings; their advice and input are much valued.

I conclude my report by wishing the Community Council members, Councillors and all village residents Good Health and Happiness for 2009!

Margaret Harrison

Chairman, West Linton Community Council.
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